CHAPTER XXXIV
THE GARDENS OF ADONIS
ELSEWHERE we have seen that the ancient gardens of Adonis
have their analogy in modern India.1 I may here quote some
fresh evidence on the subject. Speaking of the Kurmis in the
Central Provinces, who are the predominant cultivating caste
of Hindustan, Mr. Russell says : " The sowing of the Jawaras,
corresponding to the Gardens of Adonis, takes place during
the first nine days of the months of Kunwar and Chait (Sep-
tember and March). The former is a nine days' fast preced-
ing the Dasahra festival, and it is supposed that the goddess
Devi was during this time employed in fighting the buffalo-
demon (Bhainsasur), whom she slew on the tenth day. The
latter is a nine days' fast at the new year, preceding the
triumphal entry of Rama into Ajodhia on the tenth day on his
return from Ceylon. The first period comes before the sow-
ing of the spring crop of wheat and other grains, and the
second is at the commencement of the harvest of the same
crop. In some localities the Jawaras are also grown a third
time in the rains, probably as a preparation for the/Kan'*
sowings, as juari is planted in the baskets or f gardens ' at
this time. On the first day a small room is cleared and white-
washed, and is known as the diwala or temple. Some earth
is brought from the fields and mixed with manure in a basket,
and a male member of the family sows wheat in it, bathing
before he does so. The basket is kept in the diwala and the
same man attends on it throughout the nine days, fasting all
day and eating only milk and fruit at night. . . . During the
period of nine days, called the Naoratra, the plants are
1 Adonis-, Attis, Osiris, i. 241.                ' Sorghum vulgare, a large millet.
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